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All the food we eat comes

from seeds.
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Seed diversity is the basis
of agriculture.

Exchange of seeds between farmers and gardeners has been the
source of genetic diversity, disease resistance, adaptation of
plants to local climates and high quality taste for thousands
years, since the beginning of agriculture. However, after
World War Two agriculture was industrialised and breeding
of high yield plants was adapted to the needs of industrial
agriculture.



Successive EU legislation has contributed to

the decrease in seed diversity.

Since the 1960's, EU legislation has continuously reduced seed diversity,
privileging and selecting some varieties for industrial use. What was suppos-
edly intended to protect farmers from poor seed quality actually ended up
granting more and more exclusive rights and patents to big seed companies
and agro-chemical corporations rather than farmers and small breeders, and
has contributed to the loss of countless local varieties.

What is happening today:

The EU is currently proposing new legislation on seeds which would further

exclude farmers and gardeners from preserving and devel-

oping seed diversity and instead offer exclusive rights

to act poIiticaIIy" to a handful of big companies, which could lead
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