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Refugee crisis

European Parliament calls for urgent distribution of asylum seekers

The European Parliament today backed a report from Greens/EFA MEP Ska Keller on refugee quotas. A
large majority of the Members of Parliament called for Member States to urgently meet their
commitments to relocate 160,000 refugees from Greece and Italy to their territory [1].

Commenting after the vote, Greens/EFA vice-president and migration policy spokesperson Ska Keller
said:

“Member States have been boycotting the relocation of refugees. Not one Member State has come close to
meetings its commitments on taking refugees from Greece and Italy, despite camps there still being badly over-
crowded. Some Member States such as Poland and Hungary have not even taken one refugee yet, others just
a handful. Even Germany, a former strong proponent of the relocation measure, has failed to deliver as little
as 1% of its quota. The failure to meet obligations to relocate refugees seriously undermines European
solidarity and makes solving the refugee crisis near impossible. Member States must fulfil their commitments
and make available at least one third of the total 160,000 relocation places by the end of the year.

“It amounts to a cheap trick that the Member States and the Commission want to sacrifice a third of the
relocation places for the EU-Turkey deal. It is crucial that the EU increases safe channels for refugees to
come to Europe but this must not be at the expense of Member States’ existing relocation commitments. With
the adoption of the report, the European Parliament has made clear that relocation must happen, and happen
fast.”

[1] Short Briefing on the report: http://www.skakeller.de/en/topics/refugees-migration/briefing-the-
relocation-of -refugees-must-not-be-sacrificed-in-favour-of-the-eu-turkey-deal.html
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