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Protection of investigative journalists in Europe - Quote from
Benedek Jávor

Slovakia

The European Parliament will hold a debate this afternoon on the protection of investigative journalists in
Europe, following the murder of Slovak journalist Ján Kuciak and his partner Martina Kušnírová.

Please find below a quote from Greens/EFA MEP Benedek Jávor, who recently visited Slovakia as part
of a European Parliament fact finding mission. He will speak in the debate this afternoon.

"The Slovak government needs to make sure there is a swift and impartial investigation of the murder of Ján
Kuciak and Martina Kušnírová. Their deaths raise serious questions about freedom of the press in Slovakia
and demonstrate the alarming depths of corruption in the country. Having recently visited Slovakia, I
witnessed the strength of the student and civil society movement against corruption and for democratic values
and rule of law. The EU needs to stand up for these values too, by scaling up its efforts to protect journalists
and whistle-blowers.

"There is evidence of misuse of EU funds, with concerns that agriculture subsidies are being siphoned off to
fund criminal activities. The European Anti Fraud Office must investigate to make sure any abuse is brought
to an end."
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