
  

  
  
  
  
  en | de | fr 

  Press release | 18.05.2017

European Parliament denounces Member States' failure to
relocate refugees

Relocation

The European Parliament has today supported with a very strong majority a resolution on the relocation of
refugees in the EU. It calls for Member States to implement their decision of September 2015 to relocate
160,000 refugees in the EU. Ska Keller, co-president of the Greens/EFA group in the European
Parliament and initiator of the parliamentary resolution, comments:

"It is a strong signal that a large majority of the European Parliament has denounced the failure of the
Member States to relocate refugees. Member States must finally implement the relocation of 160,000 refugees
from Greece and Italy. Those Member States that continue to boycott relocation cannot be allowed to get
away with their refusal to show solidarity. The Commission must initiate infringement procedures against
them. It is outrageous that so far only 11% of the 160,000 refugees have been relocated.

"Sealing-off European borders against refugees and migrants is not a solution. If we want to avoid terribly
overcrowded refugee camps and unsustainable conditions for those seeking protection in the EU's southern
frontiers, we need solidarity between Member States. Greece and Italy cannot be expected to take care of
asylum seekers on their own."
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