
  

Bundeswehr/Modes (CC BY 2.0)

  
  
  
  
  en | de | fr 

  Press release | 08.06.2017

European Commission defence proposals

More cooperation needed instead of cash injection for arms industry

The European Commission has today presented three papers on defence policy: a reflection paper with
possible future scenarios, a communication on a new European Defence Fund, and a proposal for a
regulation on financial support for the European arms industry. The European Commission's proposals are
based on the wrong strategy, says Greens/EFA president Ska Keller:

"The European Commission's proposals would turn the European Union into a second NATO. We do not need
unnecessary parallel structures for the defence of European territory, but closer cooperation between EU
Member States. The failure of Member States to cooperate in research and procurement has led to
unnecessary duplication and wasted money. We do not need more money for the defence industry, much less
a new arms fund. When the EU Member States pool projects, money is saved and our defence is better and
more efficient.

"The European Union should remain a peace project, with a focus on crisis prevention, mediation and
diplomacy. It is irresponsible and unacceptable for the European Commission to seek to allocate funds to the
defence industry that are urgently needed elsewhere to fight unemployment, to support small and medium-
sized enterprises and to strengthen weaker regions. This is not a sensible project for the future of the
European Union."

Greens/EFA security and defence spokesperson Bodil Valero adds:

"The Commission’s proposals are a step in the wrong direction. Rather than looking to increase funding, the
Commission should be tackling the endless duplication of projects. It is ridiculous to have more than 20
projects across Europe for new armoured vehicles. The Commission has itself already identified the potential
for up to 100 billion euros in annual savings if Member States get serious about cooperation on defence
technology. It is time to enforce the EU Defence Ministers' target on the pooling of defence research spending
and for the Commission to make sure that transparent and cost-saving internal market rules are being
respected."

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/european-commission-defence-proposals
https://www.greens-efa.eu/de/artikel/press/european-commission-defence-proposals
https://www.greens-efa.eu/fr/article/press/european-commission-defence-proposals
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/newsroom/press-releases


  

Recommended

  
  
  

  Press release  

  
Covid-19 vaccine/ CC0 Hakan Nural

  
  
  

Greens/EFA welcomes ECJ ruling on access to COVID vacc…

17.07.2024

  

  Press release  

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/greens-efa-welcomes-ecj-ruling-on-access-to-covid-vaccine-contracts


  
  
  

Greens/EFA MEP Nicolae Ștefănuță elected European Parl…

16.07.2024

  

  Letter  

  
  
  

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/greens-efa-mep-nicolae-ștefănuță-elected-european-parliament-vice-president


Greens/EFA concerns about Prime Minister Orbán's visit…

04.07.2024

  

  Press release  

  
  
  

Greens/EFA Group elects bureau

25.06.2024

  
  
  

Responsible MEPs

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/letter/greens-efa-concerns-about-pm-orbáns-visit-to-moscow
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/greens-efa-group-elects-bureau


  

  
  
Ska Keller

Member

  

  
  
Bodil Valero

Vice-President

  

Contact person

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/keller-ska
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/valero-bodil


  

  
  
David Weir

Press & Media Advisor EN (English language press)

  

Please share

  
  

  

E-Mail

https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/person/weir-david
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/european-commission-defence-proposals?
mailto:?body=https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/press/european-commission-defence-proposals?


Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

