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Corporate Europe Observatory report on Council lobbying

Quote from Benedek Jávor MEP

Today, a new report from Corporate Europe Observatory: "Captured states: when EU governments are a
channel for corporate interests” reveals that the complex and opaque nature of decisions made in the
Council of Ministers often benefits corporate interests over those of citizens.

The report comes nearly a week after the European Parliament voted to improve its own transparency
standards around lobbying. Since November 2014, the European Commission has displayed information
about the lobby meetings of Commissioners and high level officials on the Transparency Register. The
Greens/EFA group are calling for similar rules to be adopted by the permanent representations of national
governments to the EU and for more transparency around Council meetings.

Benedek Jávor, transparency spokesperson for the Greens/EFA group in the European Parliament
comments:

"Today's report from Corporate Europe Observatory shows that decisions between EU governments may be
made under the influence of lobbyists and not in the interest of people. Too often the EU gets a bad rap for
decisions being made behind closed doors with lobbyists holding too much sway over what is decided in
Brussels. However, often what happens in Brussels, doesn't start in Brussels, it comes from the secretive
interactions between big business and national governments. What is in the interest of large corporations is not
always in the interest of European citizens, which is why we need transparency around the lobbying of EU
governments, both in Brussels and in the national capitals."

More:
Read The report by Corporate Europe Observatory
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